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From the Chair: Prof. Peter Levy 
 
There is an old saying that what is good for the goose is good for the gander.  The same applies to faculty 
research at York College.  Colleges and universities around the country tout the value of student research, and 
York College is no exception.  Indeed, all History, Political Science, and International Relations majors are 
required to take the senior seminar class that focuses on a major research project.  We require our majors to 
complete this course because we believe that through independent research projects, students challenge 

themselves in new ways, and hone and display their professional skills.  
Well, the same goes for faculty.  By pursuing active research agendas, York 
College’s teachers encounter new challenges, remain current in their 
research fields, and hone their skills as historians and political scientists.   
They contribute to the broader accumulation of knowledge that is the 
hallmark of advanced education.  Faculty also bring much of the fruits of 
their labor into the classroom, to the benefit of our students.  
 This semester’s department newsletter will highlight some of the 
research that is being conducted by members of the Department of History 
and Political Science.  This list is lengthy, and not all the projects can be 
presented in this newsletter, but I give you a sense of the diversity of 
research interests being pursued in this department: Prof.  Xiaofei Li is 
assessing the political and economic factors that influence Chinese 
investments in foreign businesses; Prof.  Padraic Kennedy’s is conducting 
research on informants in historical wars against terrorism; Prof. Paul 
Doutrich is examining and contextualizing the 1926 baseball season; Prof. 
Mary Graham is investigating the marketing of the American Civil War; Prof. 
David Fyfe continues his GIS-based analysis of early-20th century hotel 
registries; Prof. Kay McAdams has begun research on the pedagogy of 

teaching the Holocaust using film.  Nearly all of this research dovetails with the classes that these professors 
teach.  Some of it focuses on better ways to teach the material itself.  Some has been conducted with student 
help.  And some has already been “tested” on student audiences.   

We encourage students and alumni to ask professors about their research.  In doing so, we think they will 
begin to see their professors in new light, as people,  who like them, continually face new challenges, enjoy the 
process of discovery and creation, and have to meet deadlines.  In this department, we encourage students to 
pursue opportunities for conducting their own independent research project.  Each year the department grants 
two Gladfelter Trustee Awards.  These awards, which are unique to the History and Political Science Department, 
allow advanced students to conduct a year-long independent research project and to earn a stipend for doing so.  
Information about these awards is included below. 

As always, I encourage current students and alumni to keep us informed about their accomplishments 
and adventures, personal and professional.   
 
 
Spotlight on Faculty Research 

As Prof. Levy discussed above, faculty in this department, in addition to teaching and service (highlighted in the 
Spring 2009 newsletter), are engaged in their own independent research, much of which finds its way into 
enhancing classroom instruction. Two examples are provided below: 
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Prof. David Fyfe  is one of our busiest and newest faculty members. Since joining the Geography faculty in Fall 
2008, Prof. Fyfe has assisted Prof. Mary Graham in further developing the 
department’s Geography course offerings, and he led a group of students to 
Peru in May 2009. He is planning student learning experiences in Egypt for 
May 2010 and India for January 2011. Prof. Fyfe completed his Ph.D in 
Geography from Pennsylvania State University, and his current research is 
connected to his dissertation, “Spatio-temporal connectivities in small-town 
America: Explorations in historical GIScience.” This dissertation developed 
from an idea given to him as a Masters level student by his advisor. His advisor 
mentioned that the library had the hotel registry from the Rebersburg Hotel in 
central Pennsylvania, and he suggested that GIS could be applied to the 
registry to gain an understanding of who came to the hotel and why. This 
information could be connected to the social and cultural context of the early 
20th century. Prof. Fyfe took this project on as an independent study, and it 
eventually became the foundation of what would become his dissertation. His 
dissertation uses GIS (Geographic Information System) analysis of hotel 
registries from early 20th century hotels in the northeast to understand the 
cultural, social, and economic 
context that shaped why 

people were staying at those hotels. Prof. Fyfe is enthusiastic 
about using GIS to study aspects of both past and present. In 
his Historical Geography course, Prof. Fyfe helps students 
understand that using GIS provides them with an additional 
methodology for analyzing data and that the past can be 
understood spacially as well, adding another dimension to our 
ability to examine archival materials, such as the volumes and 
volumes of hotel registries that he has in cases in his office. To 
support his research, Prof. Fyfe collects hotel registries, which 
he is able to purchase on E-Bay or which are loaned from 
libraries or archives. Stop by to see these registries—they are 
worth it. Visually, the pages contain a wealth of information, 
beyond just a list of names (see below), and Prof. Fyfe uses the 
registries in the classroom to demonstrate how layers of cultural and social information about travelling salesmen, 
forms of entertainment, and tourists are present on the pages. Prof. Fyfe has presented his research at 
conferences, including a paper at the October 2009 Pennsylvania Geographical Society, titled “Networks 
connections of mobile people: linking places through circuits”, and as articles in journals. Most recently, he 
published “Signatures of Commerce in Small-Town Hotel Guest Registers,” which he co-authored with Deryck W. 
Holdsworth, in the Spring 2009 volume of Social Science History.  
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Prof. Paul Doutrich began his current research project on the 1926 
baseball season when he was 12 years old. At that time, he heard the 
legendary story of the 1926 World Series contest between the New 
York Yankees and the St. Louis Cardinals, and specifically of the rivalry 
between veteran player Grover Cleveland Alexander, who struck out 
the rookie, Tony Lazzeri. Prof. Doutrich has been teaching a course on 
Baseball History at York College for several years, and his research on 
the 1926 season serves as a complement to that course. Prof. Doutrich 
is currently writing a book, tentatively titled Cardinal Summer, on the 
1926 baseball season, but baseball is only part of the story. In each 
chapter of the book, he addresses some aspect of the cultural and 
social context of the period. For instance, he examines attitudes 
towards immigration (Lazzeri was Italian), the advent and use of new 
technology (radio and film), and the different contexts of early 20th 
century America (mid- and rural America and the urbanized Northeast). 
In his book, Prof. Doutrich presents brief biographies of some of the 
players, and, as reflects his teaching style of history-as-story, he 
provides stories of notable individuals, such as that of the radio 
evangelist Aimee Semple McPherson (who staged a fake drowning to 
escape rumors that she was having an affair with an assistant), and of 
the mayhem that followed the death of film superstar Rudolph 
Valentino. These stories bring the history alive to his readers, as they 
do to his classroom audience. Prof. Doutrich has officially conducted research on this project for approximately 
four years, and has utilized the resources of the New York Public Library, the Pennsylvania State Library in 
Harrisburg, the National Baseball Archive in Cooperstown, NY, and the National Archives. He has conducted on-
site research, and has also obtained much material through inter-library loan or document delivery, both services 
available to York College students via the Schmidt Library. Prof. Doutrich is also taking his extensive knowledge 
of baseball to the public, and has hosted discussions of his project and on current player Roberto Clemente on 
radio station WITF.  
 

******* 
 
These research summaries are by no means an exhaustive presentation of the faculty research being conducted 
in this department, and the spring newsletter will feature additional examples (in addition to a focus on innovative 
teaching). Students in the department also conduct independent research, outside the boundaries of a particular 
class. Students may choose to pursue for-credit independent study research. Students work with a faculty 
member to design the project and carry out their research, with the goal of producing a substantial research paper 
or other equivalent product. The department also sponsors the Gladfelter Award, designed to provide financial 
support for exemplary student research in History, Political Science, International Relations, and Geography. To 
be eligible, students must be able to sign up for 3-6 credits of independent study for the academic year, be in their 
senior year for the academic year (juniors considered with exceptional projects), and be committed to using the 
two semesters to pursue the necessary research and writing on the project, working closely with a departmental 
faculty member. Information about the awards (2-3 may be given each year) will be available in the spring, and 
Prof. Ilana Krug will oversee administration of the award for the department. Start thinking about possible projects 
now!  These projects are often springboards to graduate level work. Anthony Zacchino, who graduated in May 
2009, was one of the recipients of the Gladfelter Award for the 2008-2009 academic year. Anthony was able to 
conduct research on Union Prisoner of War Camps and Pres. Abraham Lincoln’s policy towards Confederate 
prisoners of war. He is pursuing graduate work at the City University of New York under Dr. James Oakes. 
Anthony says that the opportunity to conduct a year long research project has been of great benefit to his 
graduate studies, preparing him for the rigors of graduate level research, and he continues to work on the project. 
For the current academic year, the Gladfelter Awardee is Cathy Craley. Cathy is using Geographic Information 
Systems technology and methodology to analyze Sanborn Fire Insurance maps of early York, PA.  
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New and Featured Courses for Spring/Minimester 2010                                                          
 
H395: European Witchcraze 
MWF 2-2:50 
Prof. Krug 
 

Between the 15th and 17th centuries, 
many Europeans became increasingly 
concerned about the phenomenon of 
witchcraft, viewing accused witches as 
enemies of society and pawns of the 
devil, who needed to be eliminated. This 
time of heightened fear and panic, often 
dubbed “the Witch Craze, can be seen as 
an illustration of a society in transition. 
This course traces the intellectual, 
religious, and social changes in society 
responsible for new ideas and beliefs 
toward witchcraft, as well as explores the 
growing fear of witches and the ensuing 
hysteria and persecutions that gripped 
Europe. Fulfills Women and Gender 
Studies minor elective requirement.  

 
 
PS 308: International Political Economy 
T/R 12:30-1:45 
Prof. Li 
 
The International Political Economy (IPE) course will 
survey major contemporary theoretical efforts to relate 
economic and political behaviors. The course will explore 
international trade policies, trans-Atlantic relations and 
North-South issues, the political environment of 
multinational corporate activities, the politics of monetary 
relations, and the debate on globalization from a variety of 
perspectives. The course is designed to inform the 
students of political economy as an academic discipline, 
as well as to provide some sense of its interdisciplinary 
nature, drawing as it does on both political science and 
economics. IPE fulfills a requirement of the International 
Relations major.  
 
 
H474: Intro to Museum Studies 
Thursday 6:30-9:15 
Prof. J. Hall 
This course is designed to provide students with a broad introduction to the field of museum work, with particular 
attention to history museums. Topics included will be the history and philosophy of museums; the social, 
economic, and political trends that shape museums; the staffing, management and financing of museums; and 
the multiple functions of museums, including the collections, care of objects, exhibition design, interpretation, 
educational programs, research activities, and public relations.  
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H300: Oral History 
T/R 3:30-4:45  
Prof. Sandra Prueitt 
 
Oral history is a technique for creating and preserving original information obtained via interviews. Through 
informed and empathetic interviewing, we acquire information about our historical subjects. Conducted properly, 
oral history is a technique for exploring and documenting the variety of human experiences. Projects conducted in 
association with the course have included well-known area residents, Holocaust survivors, and veterans of World 
War II and the Vietnam War. Past students of the course, such as Judith Stewart,  say that “you gain a sense of 
appreciation for the individuals’ contribution to history.”  
 
 
 
H486: The Holocaust and the Third Reich in Film 
M/W 3-4:15 
Prof. McAdams  
 
This class will examine film representations of the Holocaust and the Third Reich, 
including documentaries, independent films, television programs, and award-winning 
Hollywood and foreign films. The course will assist students in developing the skills 
necessary to read film and the image as a source of historical interpretation. Students will 
be asked to discuss the role of film in providing “another language to say what is 
unsayable,” in the words of Holocaust survivor and Nobel laureate, Elie Wiesel. Students 
will be required to view films in their entirety out of class. Class time will be spent 
“reading” clips and discussing the films as historical interpretation and representation of 
aspects of the Holocaust experience. Can be used as elective for Film Studies Minor.  
 
G461: Advanced GIS 
Tues: 6:30-9:15 
Prof. Fyfe 
 
This course expands upon skills and knowledge gained from introductory GIS by developing an understanding of 
additional tools and methods of analyzing spatial data. This course will introduce students to more complex 
techniques and a deeper theoretical understanding of geographic data management. Students will design, 
implement, and manage a semester-long project relevant to their field of study.  The course has a prerequisite of 
Introduction to GIS. Both the introductory and advanced GIS courses offer history and political science majors a 
marketable skill that can help them when applying for graduate school or jobs.  
 
 

G332: Economic Geography 
MWF 12-12:50 
Prof. Graham  
Where does “stuff” come from—your shoes, your clothes, your I-
Pods, your computers, your orange juice? What does it take to 
support our lifestyle? It takes a geographically-bound web of 
places: the Middle East, Latin America, China, India, Malaysia, 
Africa, The Philippines, and South America are essential for 
providing us with oil, clothing, food, and other necessary 
supplies. This course provides students with an essential 
understanding of webs of resources, production, labor, and 
technology in this globalized economy. Students in this course 
will learn to analyze the spatial dimensions of economic activity, 
from supply of and demand for natural resources, to the 
implications of the movement of labor (and job availability), to the 
distribution of goods and services on a global scale.  
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PS 474: Model Arab League: The Foreign Policies of Arab States 
Tuesdays 6:30-9:15 
Instructors: Ilgenfritz and S. Khanna 

 
The course will provide students with a better understanding of 
Arab foreign policies, the League of Arab States, and it will employ 
the Arab League simulation to facilitate the process of learning the 
course material. This course will examine issues such as religion, 
energy, economic developments, relations between the states of 
the Middle East, conflict, and the relationship of these states with 
the rest of the world. The course entails participation in an Arab 
League simulation, where the students will represent one or more of 
the 22 states of the League. York College is representing Yemen 
this year. Through participation in the simulation, students will 

develop leadership, decision-making and negotiating skills, as well as knowledge of parliamentary procedure and 
Middle Eastern policy issues. The Arab League simulation will take place at Miami University in Feburary 2010. If 
interested in more information, please contact Professor Khanna or Professor Ilgenfritz in the History and Political 
Science Department. Students can take the course more than once for credit, but different roles and different 
research topics are required year to year. 
 
Minimester 2010 
Egyptian Kingdom 
Prof. Fyfe  
 
This 3 credit course during mini-mester will involve 
classroom-based lectures as well as a 16-day field 
component to Egypt. The course will give students the 
opportunity to study the human and physical geographies 
of Egypt. Topics to be covered include: globalization, 
sustainable tourism, cultural and historical geography, 
economic development, climate, topography, and 
environmental conservation. For 13 days, students and 
accompanying faculty will immerse themselves in the sights, sounds and cultures of Egypt. Trip includes visit to 
the Great Pyramids, the Sphinx, the Valley of the Kings, and Cairo. Estimated cost of trip is $3000, plus summer 
tuition at a discounted rate. The trip is open to all York College students, faculty, staff, and alumni. A deposit of 
$500 is due at the end of November, with final payment due at the end of February 2010. Please contact Prof. 
David Fyfe (dfyfe@ycp.edu) for additional information and to see if spots are still available.  
 
Forthcoming courses: 
 
Another new course in geography is an International Service learning course that will be a 3-credit course over 
two semesters that includes a trip to Southern India. This course, International Service Learning: Making a 
Difference in a Globalizing World , will be offered during the Fall 2010 and Spring 2011 semesters with an 
international travel component to South India for approximately 2 weeks during the winter break. Service learning 
is an instructional method in which students learn through active participation in thoughtfully organized service 
that enhances the academic curriculum and helps foster civic responsibility. Together, the classes and the trip will 
help students to understand contemporary perspectives on globalization, development, and social change in an 
international context.  For more information and to apply for the course contact David Fyfe at dfyfe@ycp.edu.  
 

Departmental Opportunities 
 
International Relations Major: Beginning in Fall 2009, York College students have the opportunity to pursue a 
new major in International Relations. The major builds upon the department’s long tradition of offering 
multidisciplinary area studies’ courses (INT courses), as well as upper division political science and government 
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classes. The goal of the new major is to provide an option for students who are 
mainly interested in the international aspects of political science. It is designed 
to provide an academic foundation for students pursuing careers abroad, 
interested in graduate study in international relations, attending law school, and 
careers in international service and business. Students in the major will gain an 
understanding of the main approaches and concepts associated with the study 
of international relations, use theories to analyze contemporary global issues 
and events, gain an understanding of the complexities and functioning of the 
institutions of global governance, and engage in informed discussion on the 
complex issues that drive contemporary international politics. New courses 
(International Peace and Security, International Political Economy, and a 
Seminar in International Relations) have been added to the curriculum. The 
new major does have a language requirement to better equip students for a 
career using this major. Students are encouraged to pursue Study Abroad, 
Internships involving international experience, and to participate in one or more 
of the department’s learning simulations (UN, EU, Arab League). For more 

information about the major, please contact Prof. Javier Aguayo (jaguayo@ycp.edu).  
 
Experiential Learning Simulations 
 
The Dept. of History and Political is rather unique for a department of its size in being able to offer three major 
learning simulations: Model European Union, Model Arab League, and Model United Nations. Students interested 
in Model Arab League  should sign up for PS 474 Arab League,  which will meet Tuesdays, 6:30-9:15 with Prof. 
Ilgenfritz. Students will travel to Miami University of Ohio in the Spring semester to participate in the simulation. In 
past semesters, York College students have distinguished themselves at this simulation, winning numerous 
awards for their preparedness on the issues and the quality of their participation. Please contact either Prof. 
Ilgenfritz or Prof. Saroj Khanna with questions about this year’s simulation.  

 
In late-November 2009, a delegation of 20 York College students will attend the 
annual Mid-Atlantic European Union Simulation.  The delegation will represent EU 
member states Spain and Estonia. The topic will be EU relations with Russia. 
Interested students may contact Prof. Aguayo (jaguayo@ycp.edu) with any questions 
about the simulation and its associated course for the Fall 2010 semester.  
 

 
***** 

 
 
YCP has attended the Model United Nations  simulation as a club for over 16 
years. This simulation has provided York College students with the opportunity 
to pursue a hands-on learning experience designed to help them 
constructively tackle global issues.  Every year different topics are covered, 
including, from past simulations, agricultural sector negotiations, food security, 
nuclear waste management, the role of private military and security companies 
in conflict, NATO's role in counter terrorism, promotion of alternative sources 
of energy, external debt crisis, decolonization, human rights, women's and 
children's rights. Students travel to New York City for the 5 day simulation 
event. As with the other simulations discussed above, students act as 
delegates, assuming all positions and power that actual United Nation 
delegates have. As delegates, students promote governmental, regional and 
UN policy, negotiate with fellow delegates to build consensus, and produce high quality reports and resolutions 
reflecting their knowledge of the issues. Students at York College are well prepared as they conduct hours of 
research, read treaties, practice parliamentary rules of procedure, and write a brief position paper about their 
countries stance on topics in a certain committee. 
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York College has represented former 
Soviet Republics, African, and European 
states. This past spring, York College 
represented the Netherlands, and this 
year, it will send one of its biggest 
delegations (13 students) to the 
conference. Students are given the 
opportunity to meet with officials from their 
country’s mission (embassy) every year. 
This year, York College met with three 
officials from the UN Permanent Mission of 
the Netherlands. The students heard a 
briefing from each official on Dutch issues 
such as women’s rights, the environment, 
narcotics, religion, and the economy.  
 
Many students find the simulation’s 
committee work to be exciting. Since every 
country that has UN membership is 
represented, conflict between states is to 
be expected, and provocative (and sometimes entertaining) comments and outbursts come from delegates 
representing countries such as Iran, Israel, the United States, many African Union states, Russia, France, 
Australia, Pakistan, and Germany. 
 
The Model United Nations club is currently meeting on Wednesdays at 6:30 in HUM 120. Students Sarah Snyder 
(ssnyder9@ycp.edu) and Beth Prophet (eprophet@ycp.edu) have organized students and are preparing the 
delegation. Prof. Li is faculty sponsor, and can be contacted at xli@ycp.edu.  
 
Participation in Model UN, or any of simulations, is a valuable learning experience. It is therefore not a surprise 
that many students participate in multiple simulations during their time at York College. According to one student: 
“MODEL UN is an amazing experience. You learn more in one day about diplomacy and the issues impacting our 
world, than you would in a semester." The same can certainly be said of the Model Arab League and Model EU, 
and so we encourage you to participate in one or more during your time with us.  
 

******* 
 
INTERNSHIPS: Those seeking internships in the field of Political Science and History should take advantage of the 
resources offered by Career Services, located in the Iosue Student Building. Political Science and History faculty 
also receive information about opportunities on a regular basis.  
 
Prof. Paul Doutrich oversees an internship program  in History that combines experience at three sites: York 
County Archives, Historic York (historic preservation), and the York Historical Society. Students complete a 
minimum of 40 hours at each site over the course of a semester. Students who have taken advantage of this 
opportunity in the past have found it to be a beneficial way of learning about possible career options in history. 
The current director of the York County Archives was a departmental graduate and participated in this internship 
program. Prof. Doutrich has numerous contacts at those organizations and works with those contacts to establish 
an internship that is beneficial to the student and the organization. Three students per semester may participate. 
Interested students should contact Prof. Doutrich (pdoutric@ycp.edu) about this opportunity for the Fall 2010 
semester.  
 
PAST AND PRESENT JOURNAL : The department supports the publication of a journal consisting of student 
scholarship. This journal, Past and Present, provides interested students with the opportunity to learn skills 
related to journal production and editing. A group of dedicated students collects papers and essays written by 
students and determines which would make excellent examples of the scholarship produced by this department’s 
students. New this past year was the inclusion of Lesson Plans/Units produced by our Secondary Education—
Social Studies majors. Papers are chosen anonymously, and the selection committee tries to balance topics and 
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history and political science papers. Quality of research and writing are the main criteria for inclusion in the 
journal. Work on this journal requires a major time commitment, but one that is rewarding. Like an internship, 
production of this journal involves the development of skills with direct professional application, such as editing, 
copy-editing, and formatting. Students are “editors,” and can include that on any resume, along with a submission 
of the journal as an example of professional work completed. Our appreciation to the students who have worked 
hard on this publication. It is a rarity for smaller departments to have their own publication, and YCP’s Past and 
Present reflects the commitment of our students to the quality of the department and scholarship. Students 
interested in an editor position in the Fall 2010 for Past and Present should contact advisor, Prof. Paul Doutrich, 
(pdoutric@ycp.edu). In order to order to serve as an editor, students must sign up for a three credit independent 
study each semester. For submission of papers: please submit paper on CD to Rosemary Wivagg. 
 
Writing tutors at the LRC: The Learning Resource Center, located on the bottom level of the Humanities Center, 
has positions for 1-2 Writing tutors, dedicated to assisting with writing for history classes, especially American and 
Western Civilization courses. Secondary Education—Social Studies major Randi Ladd is currently the tutor. If you 
would like to have Randi assist you with papers, please contact her at rladd@ycp.edu to schedule an 
appointment. If you are interested in the position for coming semesters, please contact Prof. Padraic Kennedy 
(pkennedy@ycp.edu). Students must have achieved no less than a 4.0 in the American and Western Civilization 
courses, and must have an excellent record in upper-division history courses as well. Students need to take the 
Tutoring Writing course offered by the LRC, or demonstrate equivalent experience. The history faculty 
recommend students to the LRC for the History Tutor position. The LRC also has positions for Political Science 
tutors—contact Prof. Van Tassell about this. Political Science major Sarah Snyder is currently serving as the 
Political Science writing tutor in the LRC. She can be contacted at ssnyder9@ycp.edu. 

 
Recent Events 
 
Geography Bee: On April 23, 2009, the department 
held its first Geography Bee. Twelve teams of 3-4 
students per team, answered 4 rounds of questions 
pertaining to various geography-related topics, with, 
like a spelling bee, team eliminations with each round. 
The winning team was the False Northings and the 
members were (in order in the photo left to right): Tim 
Sargent (Political Science), Josh Beland (Nursing), 
Michael Nazmack (Engineering), Matthew Peterson 
(Biology). Prof. Mary Graham and Prof. David Fyfe, 
faculty sponsors of the event, are also pictured on the 
far left and far right. The winning team was awarded a 
gift certificate to Tokyo Diner.  
 
The next Geography Bee  will be held on November 
19th, 3:30 in HUM 218. Geography Awareness week  
is November 16th - 20th. Students interested in forming teams should see Rosemary Wivagg in the departmental 
office, HUM 100. Additionally, the department is hosting a GIS Open House  on Wednesday, November 18th, 5:00 
PM in the GIS Lab (131 HUM). Current students will showcase the capabilities of the software is capable of and 
answer questions about the course.  
 
On April 27, in conjunction with York College’s Student Scholars Week , our two 2008-09 Gladfelter Award 
Recipients, Anthony Zacchino and Brian Glardon , presented the results of their research. Anthony and Brian, 
both of whom graduated in May 2009, conducted year-long research projects, funded by the Gladfelter Award 
(see below for description). Anthony presented “Abraham Lincoln and Confederate POW Policy During the Civil 
War.” Anthony worked with Prof. Phil Avillo. Brian presented “’Men of Steel’: Experiments in Mass Murder on the 
Eastern Front and the Evolution of the Holocaust.” Brian worked with Prof. Kay McAdams.  Anthony is currently in 
the History Ph.D program at the City University of New York. Brian plans to attend law or graduate school.   
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Departmental Breakfast and Awards : On 
May 7, 2009, the department continued its 
annual tradition of hosting a breakfast for 
graduating seniors and students who have 
received departmental awards and recognition, 
or served the department in some leadership 
capacity. This year Prof. Phil Avillo spoke, in a 
rare repeat performance in honor of his 
retirement from full-time teaching in May 2009. 
Following in the tradition of the department, he 
regaled us with his life story, his path to York 
College, and his parting wisdom. Recipients of 
awards for this past academic year were: 
Andrea R. Beaver (Sardari and Saroj Khanna 
Award), Anthony L. Zacchino (James L. 
Morrison Award), and Cody R. Barnett 
(Kenneth S. Hatch Award) (pictured here).  
 
Students receiving departmental recognition for their contribution to the department and college were: Sean P. 
Bailey, Andrea R. Beaver, Jeffrey A. Beck, Samantha M. Brletich, Brian J. Glardon, Kathryn M. Henry, Laura L. 
Munafo, Hillary Ravell, Frank Terranova, and Anthony Zacchino (pictured below):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peru learning experience: Visitors to the York College homepage and recipients of the most recent issue of 
York College Magazine, have seen some of the great images captured by York College students of the sights of 
Peru. Prof. David Fyfe took a dozen students on a nine-day trip to Peru during the 2009 Mini-mester for G471: 
Cultures and Environments Field Series: Peru, Land of the Incas. Students visited Lima, Cuzco, Machu Pichu, 
and Ollantaytambo, and they had the opportunity to complement their understanding of Peruvian politics and 
culture, beyond what they could learn from a textbook. Please visit the second floor of the Humanities Building 
(around room 207) to view excellent student photos taken of their experience in Peru.  
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Constitution Day Bee : On September 17, the department held its second Constitution Bee in honor of 
Constitution Day. Constitution Day was established at the behest of Senator Robert Byrd of West Virginia in 2004. 
Byrd was frustrated with the lack of public knowledge about this essential document, and a Federal law was thus 
enacted requiring educational institutions that receive Federal money to conduct an educational event on that 
day. This year’s event was organized by Prof. John Altman (pictured here with participating students). Prof. 
Altman developed questions related to the content of the Constitution, its creation, and its impact. Students 
competed in three teams that spent about an hour competitively answering questions about the Constitution. The 
winning team won a gift certificate to a local restaurant. The winning team members were:  Sarah Snyder, Clinton 
Jenkins, Ryan Liggitt (pictured below).Thank you to Prof. Altman, Prof. Levy, and the student participants for 
making this another successful departmental event.  
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Trip to Monticello and the University of Virginia 
(Charlottesville) with Prof. Paul Doutrich’s Thomas  
Jefferson class, October 29, 2009: Prof. Paul Doutrich 
arranged again for a day-long excursion to Monticello and 
the campus of the University of Virginia in order to provide 
students with the opportunity to see how the physical 
spaces designed by Jefferson reflect various aspects of 
his personality. This year 20 students and faculty made 
the trip to the Charlottesville, VA area (part of group 
pictured below). According to Prof. Doutrich, Monticello is 
the most “reflective house museum” of any he has seen, 
“in terms of how the design, layout, and objects in the 
house personify Thomas Jefferson as a man, estate 
owner, intellectual, and political thinker.” He was “clearly a 
gadget person who very much valued his privacy. 
Likewise, he liked his books.” The group had the 
opportunity to wander around the grounds of Monticello,  

 
 
and saw the various gardens--  
ornamental and vegetable. “The 
mammoth vegetable garden and 
extensive variety of plants is 
extraordinary,” says Prof. 
Doutrich. The University of 
Virginia, located in 
Charlottesville, VA, was created 
by Jefferson as the first public 
university. Students were to be 
admitted on the basis of 
intellectual ability, not socio-economic criteria. Jefferson designed the Lawn (pictured here), alongside which are 
dorms for students. Because women were not allowed into UVA until 1969, and thus not allowed on the famous 
Lawn, several York College female students, such as senior Bonnie Inscore, made it a point to walk in that space.  
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On October 22nd, the department co-sponsored the theatrical production “From Wharf Rats to Lords of the 
Docks: The Life and Times of Harry Bridges” , a one-act play about an icon of the American labor movement. 

 
Departmental Announcements and Advising 
 
The Gladfelter Award  supports a year long research project in history, political science, international relations, or 
geography. Students are granted $500 per semester. To be eligible, students must be juniors or seniors in the 
2010-2011 academic year. Students sign up for three credits of independent study each semester. Interested 
students should fill out an application, available in the departmental office, HUM 100, or from Prof. Ilana Krug 
(ikrug@ycp.edu). The application must include a one page description of the project, and students must have a 
faculty member who is willing to recommend them and work with the student on the project.  
 
PI SIGMA ALPHA: Pi Sigma Alpha is the Political Science Honor Society. Students admitted must meet the 
following criteria: Be a Political Science Major or Minor, have a 3.3 overall GPA and a 3.0 in Political Science 
courses; have completed 60 credits, with 12 credits of Political Science courses, and at least one of those 
courses must be at the 300 or above level. This group frequently collaborates with other departmental student 
organizations to conduct events. Information about Pi Sigma Alpha can be obtained from Prof. Altman 
(jaltman@ycp.edu). PHI ALPHA THETA: Phi Alpha Theta is the History Honor Society. Students admitted for next 
year must meet the following criteria: Students must have a 3.3 overall grade point average for a minimum of 75 
credits, a 3.0 GPA  overall. Students must have completed a minimum of 24 credits in History. The advisor for Phi 
Alpha Theta is Prof. Padraic Kennedy (pkennedy@ycp.edu). The induction ceremony will be held in April 2010. 
 
Departmental awards:  The department offers a number of awards to recognize the achievements of its students, 
especially in the area of service to the department and/or college. Awards include the James L. Morrison Award 
(for academic achievement in American History courses); the Kenneth S. Hatch History and Political Science 
Department Award (given on the basis of academic merit and financial need; award is credit at the YCP 
bookstore; seniors are not eligible for this award); and the Sardari and Saroj Khanna Award (for academic 
achievement in international studies). Students who have an overall 3.2 GPA may also apply for departmental 
recognition. Faculty nominate and select students for these awards based upon academic merit and service to the 
department and college.  
 
HISTORY AND POLITICAL SCIENCE ORGANIZATION (HISPO): Prof. Kwasi Sarfo (ksarfo@ycp.edu) and Prof. Peter 
Levy (plevy@ycp.edu) are serving as the organization’s advisors this year. In the past, the organization has 
offered trips to sites of interest to majors in this department, and sponsored departmental forums and speakers. 
This year’s officers are: President- Beth Prophet, Vice President- Maria Eipert, Secretary- Megan Moesch, 
Treasurer- Jessica Wightman, Departmental Relations- Ryan Campbell. For this semester, HISPO is planning a 
panel discussion with students and faculty on Pres. Obama’s term in office to date. The event is scheduled for 
Dec. 3, 2009, 5:00, place to be determined. Professors  Kulbicki, Levy and Altman will be participating along with 
departmental students. If any student is interested in participating, please contact Beth Prophet at 
eprophet@ycp.edu. HISPO is also planning a fundraiser to raise money for York’s Historical Society. They are 
raffling off a $25 Collage gift card (Collage is a very nice store close to campus). Please watch for additional 
information about HISPO events this and in the coming semester.  
 
Oral history luncheon:  On  November 10, Prof. Sandra Prueitt and the students from her Spring 2009 Oral 
History class hosted their annual luncheon for those interviewed as part of the histories collected by the class. 
This past year, students interviewed a wide range of people, from World War II veterans, to search-and-rescue 
dog responders to the World Trade Center in September 11, 2001.   
 

Advising and Other Information 
 
All incoming freshmen and transfer students are req uired to obtain a release in order to register for  
courses. Please plan ahead with regard to schedulin g appointments with your advisor.  
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Legal Studies Minor: The department oversees a minor in Legal Studies. All courses and their descriptions are 
available in the catalogue. Contact Prof. Kwasi Sarfo (ksarfo@ycp.edu) for more information.  
 
History Methods course, History Senior Seminar, and  Political Science Scope and Methods Course: Two 
sections of History Seminar will be offered this Spring, one by Prof. Kennedy and another by Prof. Levy. Prof. 
McAdams will offer the History Methods course in the Spring. Students MAY NOT take History Methods and 
History Seminar in the same semester. You are advised to take History Methods in your late sophomore/early 
junior year. The Political Science Seminar will be taught by Prof. Van Tassell, and Political Science Scope and 
Methods will be taught by Prof. Altman.  

 

Faculty News 
 

We congratulate Javier Aguayo , professor of Political Science (International Relations), for his recent election to 
the City of York School Board. Prof. Aguayo is looking forward to participating in local politics, and he plans to 
bring lessons from this experience to the classroom for his students.  

Brian Refford , adjunct professor of History, has published a number of book reiews in the Journal of British 
Studies in the past year, including reviews of: Arthur H. Williamson, Apocalypse Then: Prophecy and the Making 
of the Modern World; David Syrett, Shipping and Military Power in the Seven Years War; and Nicholas Rogers, 
The Press Gang: Naval Impressment and its Opponents in Georgian Britain. He has also published a chapter in 
Themes in Modern European History, titled “Nineteenth-Century British Liberalism and Europe.” His current book 
project is Demons, Lunacy, and Disability: Social Perceptions of Epilepsy in Early Modern Britain, and Brian is 
preparing a paper to be presented at the North American Conference for British Studies titled “Perceptions of 
Epilepsy: Idiocy, Criminality, and the Lunacy Act of 1845.” 

Mary Graham and David Fyfe , professors of Geography, attended the annual meeting of the Pennsylvania 
Geographical Society at West Chester University on October 23rd and 24th.  Professor Fyfe presented a paper 
based on his doctoral dissertation entitled “Network Connections of Mobile People:  Linking Places through 
Circuits.”  Professor Graham’s presentation, titled “Prelude to Vicksburg:  Overlooked Battlefields of the Vicksburg 
Campaign,” highlighted three battlefields of the Civil War’s Vicksburg Campaign:  Champion Hill, Big Black River 
Bridge, and Milliken’s Bend.  The presentation is part of the larger project on marketing the Civil War’s ‘Lost 
Cause’, which she has been working with her co-author and spouse, Professor Richard Stone, of the Department 
of Management and Marketing of the John L. Grove College of Business at Shippensburg University.  Next year 
York College will host the conference of the Society on October 22-23, 2010.  
 
John Altman , professor of Political Science, published an essay titled, “The Next Four Years - What to Expect” in 
the winter edition of the York College of Pennsylvania Magazine. Prof. Altman is currently reviewing a manuscript 
titled “The American Legislative Exchange Council’s ‘Annual Report Card on Education’: How Not to Do Policy 
Analysis for the journal PS: Political Science & Politics, which is one of the three journals published by the 
American Political Science Association. He participated as a  Panel Discussant for the Program Assessment track 
at the American Political Science Association’s annual Teaching and Learning Conference held in Baltimore in 
February 2009, and he will be participating in a number of activities at the November 2009 Northeastern Political 
Science Association in Philadelphia, including serving as Panel Chair for the Congressional Parties and Elections 
panel, Panel  Discussant for the Theory and the Presidency panel, and as a Panel Discussant for the Information 
Access, Data Bases, and Technology panel. In March 2009, Prof. Altman coordinated the College’s participation 
in Student Lobby Day at the Capitol in Harrisburg. Member institutions of the Association of Independent Colleges 
and Universities send student delegations to Harrisburg once a year to ask state legislators to continue to fund 
private higher education. 
 
Scott Gyenes , adjunct professor of History, often spends part of his summer grading, believe it or not: In June, 
he graded AP European History exams at Colorado State University.  
 
Paul Doutrich , professor of History, spoke at the annual Society for Baseball Research (SABR) meeting in 
Cleveland in April 2009. He led a discussion organized by WITF for a community audience in Lancaster on 
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Roberto Clemente, and he spoke to a group in Dover about the current economic problems and how they 
compare to the problems of the 1930s. 
 
Padraic Kennedy , professor of History, delivered a paper titled, “’Bearing the Brunt of the Fenian Invasion:’ New 
York Consul Edward Archibald and the Fenian Brotherhood in America, 1859-1867." at the Western Conference 
on British Studies in Tempe AZ in October 2009. He also delivered a lecture titled “’The Flight of the Wild Geese’: 
Irish Migrations in mid-19th Century America” at the Pennsylvania Chautauqua in Mount Gretna in August. He is 
finishing an article titled "An Indispensable Villain: Goula the Informer and the Phoenix Conspiracy, 1857-8".  
 
In September 2009, Prof. Kennedy’s family added Fannie, a lively lab mix puppy, adopted through Homeward 
Bound Animal Rescue (a dog rescue organization supported by Prof. Kay McAdams, professor of History (see the 
Fall issue of the York College Magazine for an article on Prof. McAdams’ work with Homeward Bound and other 
dog rescue activities). We had to get a cute puppy somewhere in this newsletter! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Levy , professor of History, will deliver a public lecture on the Civil Rights Movement in Cambridge, 
Maryland at the Reginald Lewis Museum of Maryland African American History and Culture on November 14, 
2009.  Levy and his daughter, Jessica, will also jointly present a paper titled: "’Come Together Right Now’: Rock 
and Roll, the Counterculture, and the Emergence of a Transnational Rebellion in Prague during the 1960s," at the 
upcoming Annual meeting of the American Historical Association in San Diego, California in January 2010.  On a 
lighter note, his senior 3.5 USTA men's tennis team was a single tie-breaker away from making it to the national 
tournament in Indian Wells, California. 

Steve Schmidt , adjunct professor of Political Science (Public Administration and State and Local Government), is  
Vice President of Public Policy and Communications for  the National Alcohol Beverage Control Association. Prof. 
Schmidt made a presentation titled “The Erosion of State Regulation of Alcohol: The Threat to Public Health and 
Safety,” at the 2009 American Public Health Association (APHA) Annual Conference in Philadelphia, PA on 
November 9.  
 
Tom Sheeler , adjunct professor of History, is a York College alum (2003) currently working on his dissertation at 
the University of Delaware. His research focuses on African American activism in the antebellum United States, 
and the way in which African Americans in different circumstances forged senses of civic identity in a society that 
increasingly alienated them.  His dissertation concentrates on developments in Pennsylvania and Maryland. Prof. 
Sheeler says that he is especially interested in determining the extent to which slavery or freedom conditioned the 
methods, goals, and discourses employed by black activists, and in understanding the differences among African 
American communities.  For example, how did African Americans organize in small communities as compared to 
well-known large cities like Philadelphia and Baltimore?  His work may shed light on how black activists 
participated in the discourses of race and nation prior to the Civil War.   
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Bob Terry , Professor Emeritus of Political Science and currently adjunct professor of Political Science, has 
delivered a number of community talks, including at the retirement communities at Normandie Ridge, The 
Dillsburg Kiwanis Club, and the Village of Kelly Drive. He teaches two classes per semester for the department in 
his area of expertise, Latin America, and he also enjoys delivering lectures on cruise ships, such as those of 
Royal Caribbean and Princess Cruise Lines. His next cruise, lucky Prof. Terry, is in the Southern Caribbean in 
January, and he will talk about his favorite topic, “Pirates of the Caribbean: Myth and Reality.”  
 
John Kerr , adjunct professor of History, attended the 31st meeting of the Society of Historians of the Early 
American Republic (SHEAR) July 16-19, 2009 at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in Springfield, Illinois. 
Because of the bi-centennial of Lincoln's birth, many of the panels focused on Lincoln's career as a Whig 
legislator both in Springfield and Washington, D.C., as well as political and social developments in a number of 
individual states during the turbulent decade of the 1850s. Established in 1977, SHEAR is an association of 
scholars dedicated to exploring the events and meaning of United States history between 1776 and 1861. This 
was the seventh SHEAR conference for Kerr, who attended panels focusing on abolitionist sentiment, religious 
history in the early national period, and Lincoln's early career. The 2010 Conference is scheduled for July 22-25 at 
the Rochester Institute of Technology in upstate New York. 
 

Alumni News 
 
Anthony Zacchino (History, 2009)  has begun graduate work in the Ph.D program at the City University of New 
York, and is studying under Dr. James Oakes. In addition to course work on the historiography of American 
history and Lincoln’s Constitution, he is also a research assistant for Dr. Oakes, and is assisting him with a project 
on Union Adjunct- General Lorenzo Thomas and his subordinates. 
 

Scott Eggy (History, 2002)   has been promoted to the position of Park Supervisor in the Nevada Division of 
State Parks in Las Vegas. He works at the Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort State Historic Park. Scott says that this 
park is rich in history, and is the birthplace of Las Vegas. He very much enjoys his job (although he says that a 
position at Gettysburg would be nice as well).  

Jeff Gay (Government, 1993)  is a financial advisor, and in his free time he manages political campaigns in the 
York area. In May 2009, he successfully managed Tom Kearney’s campaign for York County District Attorney as 
Kearney upset Stanley Rebert, a 24-year incumbent DA. Jeff also successfully managed Todd Platts’ first 
campaign for the PA State House in 1992 and served as his Treasurer during his initial Primary 2000 victory for 
the GOP nomination to Congress for the PA-19th District. In 2003, Jeff managed Lori Mitrick’s successful 
campaign to become a York County Commissioner. (Lori Mitrick is now Professor Mitrick, and is an adjunct 
professor of Political Science).  

Jennifer Benner (History and Political Science, 200 7), graduated from American University in May 2009 with a 
Masters in Public Policy and a Graduate Certificate in Women, Policy, and Political Leadership. She is currently 
working part time as a staff assistant, and after a few years experience, plans to pursue her Ph.D in Public Policy.  

***** 

The next copy of the newsletter will go out to current departmental majors and interested alumni in Spring 2010.  
If you have content or announcements that you would like to see included in the newsletter, please contact Prof. 
Kay McAdams (kmcadams@ycp.edu) or Prof. Ilana Krug (ikrug@ycp.edu). A tremendous thank you to Rosemary 
Wivagg for her editing and general wisdom with regard to putting this newsletter together. Graduating seniors—
please keep in touch! 

 

 


